STATEMENT 
of the Central Committee of the United Democratic 
Fatherland Front 


a a i ae haa ara 


on January 18 in Pyongyang. 


Below is the full text of the statement: 


Or Ae 


a i i id 


The Central Committee of the United 
Democratic Fatherland Front pays serious 
attention to the mounting sentiments of the 
people of all strata of South Korea for 
achieving the unification of the country by 
the Korean people themselves. 


It is an urgent demand of all the Korean 
people to remove the artificial barrier be- 
tween the North and South and realize the 
peaceful unification of the country. 


Our nation is undergoing untold mis- 
fortunes owing to the partition of the coun- 
try which has lasted for 16 years. 


Due to the division, the economy ana 
culture of the country cannot develop in a 
unified way and parents and children, bro- 
thers and sisters cannot even write to each 
other. Due to the division, the South Kore- 
an people are in the state of utter lack of 
rights and suffer extreme privation. 


This tragic situation should be brought 
to an end at the earliest date. 


Proceeding from the compatriotic desire 
to remove the tragedy in national split and 
relieve the brothers and_ sisters of the 
southern part from the quagmire, the Gov- 
ernment of the Democratic People’s Re- 
public of Korea has made consistent, sin- 
cere efforts for the peaceful unification ol 
the country. 

It is the unanimous demand of every Ko- 
rean to solve peacefully the Korean ques- 


Supplement to Korea Today No. 56, 1961 


Oe tO ee te ED, 


A meeting of the Central Commiftee of the United Democratic Fatherland Front was held 


The meeting issued a statement in connection with the question of promoting the peace- 
ful unification of the country and of immediately 
cultural exchange between the North and South. 


realizing negotiations and economic and } 


» 


Oe” 


tion by the Korean people themselves with- 
cut any foreign interference. 


In his report at the meeting marking the 
fifteenth anniversary of the August 15 
Liberation, Premier Kim I! Sung clearly 
set forth the great programme for the 
peaceful unification of the country and the 
prosperity of the nation. And the Eighth 
Session of the Second Supreme People’s 
Assembly concretized the programme and 
advanced realistic proposals. 


These represent the most correct road of 
solving the Korean question and the onty 
way for the resurrection of the South Ko- 
rean people. 

This is why these proposais are enjoying 
the active approval and support not only of 
the entire Korean people but also the world 
public opinion. 

The people in the northern part are ris- 
ing up for rehabilitating, with the ma- 
chines, equipment and material produced 
by themselves, the ravaged South Korean 
factories and enterprises and constructing 
new ones, restoring farm land, perfecting 
irrigation systems and saving the South 
Korean people from the hardships of liv- 
ing. 

The struggle of the South Korean people 
demanding the realization of economic and 
cultural interchange between the North and 
South and the peaceful unification of the 


J 


fatherland is gaining strength as never 
before. 
It reflects the irresistible trend of the 


time that the broad social and political 
circles in South Korea are directing great 
attention to the question of the peaceful 
unification of the fatherland. 


The voice calling for contact and nego- 
tiation between the North and South is ris- 
ing higher as the days go by among the 
political parties, public organizations and 
individual personages in South -Korea. 

Recently, the “Central Consultative 
Council for Self-independent National Uni- 
fication” and a number of South Korean 
political! parties and public organizations 
called for the achievement of the unification 
of the country by the Koreans themselves 
and demanded the realization, first of all, 
of economic and cultural interchange, 
postal exchange and travel between the 
North and South. 


The ‘National Front for the Unification 
of the Fatherland” formed in South Korea 
also demanded that representatives of civil 
organizations in the North and South meet 
at an appropriate place in the buffer zone 
and set up a permanent organ for the re- 
alization of economic and cultural inter- 
course, postal exchange and the exchange 
of inspection teams and journalists be- 
tween the North and South and that a 
“National Committee for the Promotion of 
the Unification of the Fatherland” be set 
up as a measure for accelerating peaceful 
unification. | 


This is an expression of the patriotic 
desire to cope with the grave situation of 
our fatherland and accords with the will ol 
the Korean people. 


The Central Committee of the United 
Democratic Fatherland Front warmly wel- 
comes and _ wholeheartedly supports such 
demands and proposals of the South Kore- 
an social and political circles for realizing 
the great historical cause of the nation. 


We respond with the utmost sincerity to 
{he demands and proposals of the South 
Korean social and political circles aspiring 
after the peaceful unification of the country 
and calling for negotiation and intercourse 
between the North and South. 


We are ready to respond to any proposa! 
of the South Korean political parties, pub- 


2 


fatherland and 


lic organizations and individual person- 
ages, if it is of positive significance for the 
promotion of the peaceful unification of the 
the realization of contact 
and negotiation between the North and 


South. 


It is already a matured problem to est- 
ablish contact and _ hold negotiation be- 
tween representatives of the North and 
South, to begin with, and to realize econo- 
mic and cultural intercourse, postal ex- 
change .and mutual travel between the 
North and South for the achievement of the 
peaceful unification of the fatherland. 


There is no reason whatever for delaying 
the realization of these. 


First of all, representatives of North and 
South Korea should meet at one place and 
take practical measures at the earliest date. 


We propose that representatives of North 
and South Korea meet and hold negotiation 
at Panmunjom or any other appropriate 
place in the near future. 


We will welcome economic and cultural 
intercourse, postal exchange and the ex- 
change of inspection teams and journalists 
between the North and South. We will wel- 
come the establishment of a permanent 
organ with civil representatives of North 
and South Korea or the formation’ of a na- 
tional committee for promotion of the unifi- 
cation of the fatherland. 

Above ll, let the people, irrespective of 
civil representatives or individual person- 
ages, sit together at one place! All ques- 
tions must be solved at an early date. 


There will be no question insoluble if the 
Koreans sit at one place and have heart- 
to-heart talks. 


The realization of negotiation, economic 
and cultural intercourse; postal exchange 
and travel between the North and South 
will serve as the first step toward the uni- 
fication of the country, the supreme task of 
the nation. 


The government authorities of North and 
South Korea should ensure all conditions 
necessary for realizing the North-South 
parley and interchange in all domains. 

We are convinced that the Government 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Ko- 
rea, as in the past, will ensure all condi- 
tions and provide cvery possible facility to 
the representatives of the North and South 
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in conducting negotiation and effecting e- 
conomic and cultural intercourse, postal ex- 
change and travel. 

The South Korean authorities also should 
ensure all the political parties and public 
organizations and individual personages 
free activities for negotiation and_ inter- 
change between the North and South and 
provide necessary conditions for their reali- 
zation. 

The peaceful unification of the country 
should be realized by the self-powered force 
of the Korean nation without any foreign 
interference, and the economy of South Ko- 
rea should be rehabilitated and the people 
there delivered from the misery also by our 
own strength. 

The Korean nation is a talented and sa- 
gacious nation. The northern part of our 
Republic has a powerful economic founda- 
tion for rehabilitating the South Korean e- 
conomv and ensuring the prosperity and 
development of the country. 

Reliance on foreign power leads to the 
ruin of the country. This is proved by the 
present misery of South Korea caused by 
the U.S. imperialists’ occupation and the 
U.S. “aid.” 


January 18, 1961 
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The machinations of certain South Ko- 
rean rulers to hang on to the aggressiv2 
policy of U.S. imperialism and even to drag 
into South Korea the aggressive forces of 
Japanese imperialism, the sworn enemy of 
the Korean people, must be resolutely re- 
buffed. 

Everyone should come out to make the 
U.S. imperialist aggressors withdraw from 
the territory of our country and realize 
peaceful unification by ourselves with the 
strength of our own nation. 

Anyone of national conscience should 
come out without wavering together with 
the people on the road of justice at this 
moment when the sentiments for peaceful 
unification are sweeping this land. 

We will march forward hand in hand 
with anyone who comes out for the peace- 
ful unification of the country, regardless of 
his political view, religious belief, profes- 
sion and past career. 

Let all our patriotic forces unite and 
march ahead for the day when the thirty 
million people will lead a happy life in a 
single harmonious family after realizing the 
peaceful unification of the fatherland! 


Central Committee of the United 
Democratic Fatherland Front 


